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Abstract

Surfactants are ubiquitous and are currently indispensable in daily life. It is a special
amphiphilic compound composed of water-loving (hydrophilic) and hating (hydrophobic) parts.
The remarkable physical properties like interfacial tension, wettability, emulsifying, and
dispersing ability make the surfactant accessible for numerous applications from laboratory to
commercial products. The utility of surfactants in the global market has increased steadily since
their formulation with several beneficial aspects in various industries such as personal care
products, cleaners, pharmaceuticals, enhanced oil recovery, and paint. This talk briefly
introduces the history and types of surfactants with the basics of surfactants found in industry,
their properties, and how those properties translate into improved performance in specific
applications.
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